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COTTON MATHER, D.D. 


YHE life of this refpe@able man was publifhed by his fon, 
Samuel Mather, an abridgement of which has been given 
to the world by the late learned Dr. Jennings, with » recommen- 
datory preface by Dr. Watts. This would be a very confiderable 
encomium, if it ftood alone: but he had higher claims of regard, 
both as an indefatigable paftor and a fervent Chriftian. He was 
born at Bolton, in New England, February 12th, 1663. His fa- 
ther, Dr. Increafe Mather, and his grandfather, Mr. Richard 
Mather, were both eminent minifters of theggofpel in New Eng- 
land. By his mother’s fide he was grandfon to Mr. John Cotton, 
a man of piety and learning ; after whom he was named Cotton. 
His progrefs in human literature was great and fpeedy ; but it 
was a much brighter part of his character, that, like another young 
Timothy, he knew the holy feriptures from achild. He grew in 
wifdom and knowledge above moft of equal years, as appears by 
his early hatred of fin, and the folemn tranfattions of his foul with 
God. He made remarks upon all authors in the courfe of his 
reading, by which means he was naturally led to ftudy them tho- 
roughly, and to fix what he had fo ftudied upon his memory, 
which appears to have been ftrong and retentive. 

His method was excellent in the education of his children ; but 
he laboured moi to inftrué them in religion : and it was his uf ual 
way, to pray for each of them feparately and by name. He 
laid down fpecial rules for his own government in converfation, 
which he ftri@tly adhered to. He was fo careful to redeem his 
time, that;'to prevent the tedioufnefs of vifits, he wrote over his 
fiudy door in capital letters, “ Be fhort.”? In his account of 
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$z Life of Dr. Cottor Mather. [ Jury, 


one year, it appeared that he had preached feventy-two public 
fermons, befides many private ones ; that not a day had pafled 
without fome contrivance to do good, and in which fome part 
of his income had not been dealt out to charitable and pious 
ufes ; that, in that one year, he had compofed and publifhed 
fourteen books, and had kept fixty-falts, and twenty-two vigils. 
And yet, notwithftanding his amazing diligence in improvin 
his time, his diary abounds with cerifures tpon himfelf. For 
inftance, at the end of one year he writes, “ ‘Time fo mifpent, as 
to render it unfit to be called life.” Another year he calls, 
« A year of forfeited life.” On the review of another year he 
fays, “ Another year of my finning againft my precious Re- 
deemer. Alas! my unfruitfulnefs!’ Another year he calls, 
% A year whiled away in fin and floth.” 

He began to preach when he was about eighteen, and was cho 
fen co-paftor with his father before he was quite twenty years 
old. This will appear to have been early, and perhaps too ear- 
ly. Certainly it can be no rule for thofe who are not furnifhed 
with his uncommon attainments. It fhould be remembered, 
that, at this time, he was not only a matter in the Latin, Greek 


and Hebrew languages, but had gone through a courfe of other 


difficult and various learning. In his nineteenth year he pro- 
ceeded matter of arts, and chofe for his thefis, “¢ The Divine Au- 
thority of the Hebrew Peints,’? which he took upon him to defend, 
though afterwards, we are told, upon mature reflection, he faw 
fufficient reafon to change his opinton upon that matter. It ap- 
pears by fome paflages in his diary, wrote about that time, how 
apprehenfive he was.of danger from temptations to pride; par- 
ticularly by the following: ‘The apprehenfion of curfed pride 
{the fin of young minifters) working in my heart, filled me with 
inexpreflible bitternefs and confufion before the Lord. Inmy 
early youth, when fome others of my age were playing in the 
ftreet, I was preaching to large aflemblies; and I was honoured 
with great refpec&t among the people of God. I feared (and 
thanks be to God that he made me fear) left Satan was hereby 
preparing a fnare and a pit forfuch a novice. I theretore re- 
folved that I would fet apart a day to humble myfelf before God 
for the pride of my own heart, and to fupplicate his grace to 
deliver me from that fin. And I faw reafon to fear that I had 
been guilty of it more efpecially in thefe two refpects: firft, 
by applauding myfelf in my own thoughts; as when I had 
either prayed or preached with enlargement, or anfwered a 
queftion readily and fuitably : and, fecondly, by an ambitious 
affectation of pre-eminence above what could reafonably belong 
to my age or worth, I endeavoured therefore to humble my- 
felf with the following confiderations:’’ Here followed feverak 
confiderations in his diary upon the folly and finfulnefs of pride, 
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for his own felf-mortification. He had rules for his condu@ in 

the exercife of his miniftry, fuch as thefe : “ To exercife himfeif 
unto godlinefs: To endeavour to fuffer injuries and abufes, 

and bury them in filence, rather than maintain a conteft with 

any man: ‘To endeavour to maintain a high opinion of the per- 
fonal worth of the more valuable perfons in his flock, and of 
the unfpeakable worth of the fouls of all of them: ‘To pray for 
dire&tion in the choice of his text and fubjeé&t: To confider the 
cafes and circumitances of his hearers, as means of direction to 
the fubjects he thould preach on: To have much of Chrift in 
his fermons: ‘lo keep a lift of all the members of his church, 
and to go over it by parcels at a time in his fecret prayers: To 
vifit the families of his flock for their edification, and to propoie 
fome edifying queftions to the younger branches of them from 
time to time. ‘ What (fayshe in one paflage) have I been do, 
ing fince I came into the world, about the great errand on which 
God fent me into it? And if God fhould now call me out of 
the world, what would become of me throughout eternal ages ?. 
Have I ever yet by faith carried a perifhing foul to the Lord 
Jefus for righteoufaefs and falyation ?” 

In the firft year of his miniftry he had reafon to believe he was 
made the inftrument of converting at leaft thirty fouls. It was, 
eonftantly one of his firft thoughts in a morning, “ What good 
may I do to-day ?? MHe refolved this general queftion into 
many particulars, His queftion for the Lord’s-day morning 
conftantly was, “* What fhall I do as a paftor of. a church, for 
the good of the.flock under my charge ?”? His queftion for Mon; 
day morning was, “ What fhall 1 do for the good of my own 
family ?” in which he confidered himfelf as a hufband, a fa- 
ther, and a matter. Vor Tuefday moming, ‘“ What good fhall 
I do for my relations abroad? Sometimes he changed his. 
Tuefday morning meditation for another, namely, ‘‘ What good 
fhall I do to my enemies? and how fhall I overcome evil with. 
good ?” For it was his laudable ambition to be able to fay, 
“He did not know of any perfon in the world, who had done 
him any ill office, but he had done him a good one for it.”” His. 
queftion for Wednefday morning was, “ What fhall I do for the 
churches of the Lord, and the more general interefts of religion 
in the world?” His.queftion for Thurfday morning was, 
** What good may I do in the feveral focieties to which I am 
related?’ The queftion for Friday morning was, ‘“* What fpe- 
cial fubjects of affliction, and objeéts of compaffion, may I take 
under my particular care? And what fhall I do for them ?” 
And his Saturday morning queftion, relating more immediately 
to himfelf, was, ‘* What more have I to do for the intereft of 
God in my own heart and life?’ He was an illuftrious imita; 


gor of his glorious Pattern; and the whole aim and labour of, 
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84. On the Immutability of God. [juyy, 


his life was to do good. His application, and the labours he 
went through, are almoft incredible. He wrote and publithed, 
three hundred and eighty-two books, reckoning efflays and {in- 
gle fermons; and feveral of the books are of confiderable fize. 
He had the honour of an epiltolary correfpondence with {feverak 
perfons of eminent character for picty and learning in other 
countries ; as the late lord chancellor King, the late reverend 
and celebrated Dr. Frank, profeffor of divinity in the univeriity 


of Hall in Saxony, and many others. 


[To be continued. ] 
er 
THE IMMUTABILITY OF GOD ILLUSTRATED. 
No. I. 


HE exiftence of God hes at the foundation of morality and 

_ religion. And though this great and interefting doctrine is 
confidered. as vifionary by modern philofophifts, yet it is capa- 
ble of being fupported by the moft plenary evidence, both from 
the light of nature and the volume of revelation. ‘ The hea- 
vens declare the glory of God, and the firmament fheweth his 
handy work. Day unto day uttereth {peech, and night unto, 
night fheweth knowledge.. There is no fpeech nor language 
where their voice is not heard.. Their line is gone out through 
all the earth, and their words to the end of the world. The 
invifible things of him, from the creation of the world, are clear- 
ly feen, being underftood by the things that are made, even his. 
eternal power and godhead.’” Hence they may juitly be ftyl- 
ed fools, and. faid to be without excufe, who deny the divine 
exiftence. Nor is the exiftence of one fupreme, independent be-. 
ing capable of more clear and irrefiftible proof, than, that he is 
pofieffed of all poffible perfeftions, It is not my immediate ob- 
ject, however, in the fubfequent effay, to produce the evidence 
in favour of the divine exiftence, and the infinity of his perfec- 
tions; but to illuftrate his #mmutability ; and to make fuch prac- 
tical remarks upon it as fhall naturally arife. 

The immutability of God will not be denied by thofe who 
admit his /elf-exi sence. And that he is felf-exiftent we think 
may be made to appear. 

It is a felf-evident propofition, that no being can exift but in 
one.of thefe three ways ; he muit either originate from nothing, 
abfolutely without caufe; or be produced by fome external 
caufe; or be felf-exiftent. But that fomething fhould be pro- 
duced by nothing, is inadmiflible ; for this implies that a thing 
exilted before it did exift ;. which is too contradictory to be re- 
ceived as truth. And that it was produced by an external. 
caufe cannot be true of every thing ; unlefs we maintain that a, 
fucceflion of cauies and effects has exifted from eternity; but 
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this fentiment is too replete with abfurdity to be adopted: 
“for every feries fuppofes fome fir; and to fuppofe that fir? 
to be derived is felf-contradiftory. And fhould a circle of caut- 
es be fuppofed, inftead of folving, it will, if poflible, increafe, 
the abfurdity ; fince this would iuppofe every caufe in the cir 
cle to have produced itfelf, and all the other caufes likewife.”™ 
However far we drive back the idea of a fucceflion of caufes 
and effeéts, we fhall not be able to prove, that every thing was 
produced by an external derived caufe; for the laft caufe we 
can mention, in the greateft poffible feries of this nature, was 
as dependent, for its exiftence, on fomething preceding it, as 
any other effe&, which can be named in the whole fucceflion, 
was on its immediate caufe. 

Hence we are led to conclude, upon rational principles, that, 
fince /omething now exilts, Something mu have cxifted from eter- 
nity, abfolutely underived, and m the molt exalted and glori- 
ous fenfe independent ; and therefore it muft have been felf-ex- 
itent.. And to be feli-exiftent, is to exift by an abfolute necef- 
fity in the nature of the thing itfelf. And if there be an abfo- 
lute neceflity of the exiftence of a certaim thing or being, it muft 
exift eternally ; otherwife it is only a confequential or relative 
neceflity. An abfolute neceffity of exifting, and being eternal, 
are fo nearly connected, that they prove each other. For if a 
thing exift by an abfolute neceffity in its own nature, a con- 
tradiéion is involved in the fuppofition of its not exifting ; 
hence it muft have been eternal. And if it was eternal, and 
depended on no extraneous caufe for its exiftence, it mutt exift 
by an abfolute neceffity in its own nature ; and fince it exilts by 
an abfolute neceflity in its own nature, independently of any ex- 
traneous caufe, to afiift or affect it, it muft continue eternal- 
ly to exiit; fora contradiction is implied im its not exifting. 
It is as utterly impoflible, in the nature of things, that a felf- 
exiftent being fhould ceafe to exiit, as that it fhould cc mmence 
its own exiftence. If diffolution take place, it muft be effedt- 
ed by fome foreign caufe; but we believe it furpaffes the 
power of the moft fagacious reafoner to prove, that .a being 
which depended on no > foreign caufe for its exiftence, can by 
any fuch caufe be deftroyed. Thus there is a /omething which 
has exifted from eternity, and which will continue eternally to ex- 
ift, or, in other words, is felf-exillent. This fomething is the being 
whom wecall God. And, fince he is felf-exiftent, he muft of courfe 
be immutable. Immiutability is infeparably connected with the idea 
of felf-exiftence. That which is felf-exiftent is capable neither of 
'increafe nor diminution. If one of the primary properties of 
a felf-exiftent being may fuffer the leaft diminution, by parity 
of reafoning each may, and each eventually ceafe to exiit, and 
confequently the being poffefling them be annihilated. But 
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we have before proved, that a felf-exiftent being cannot be an- 
nihilated by any extraneous caufe. Nor can we conceive it 
poflible that a being whofe exiltence did not depend on his own 
volitions fhould annihilate himfelf ; confequently his original 
properties, or attributes, cannot fuffer the leaft diminution. 
Nor is it lefs irrational to fuppofe that a felf-exiftent being 
should receive the addition of any new properties ; for if any 
new properties fhould be added, it will follow that the being te 
whom the addition is made was not m his prefent form eternal, 
and confequently not felf-exiftent, Hence a felf-exiftent being 
can fuffer no diminution, nor receive any increafe, of proper- 
ties, nor undergo the leaft alteration ; confequently he is im- 
mutable. Whatever pertections he pofleffed trom eternity, he 
will continue to poffeis to eternity, without the leaft acceflion 
or change. 

Here it may net be improper juft to mention fome of the 
leading perfections of the Divine Character. Of thefe, fome 
are called natural, and fome moral. His natural perfections are 
omniprefence, omnifcience, and almighty power. His moral 
perfeGions are comprifed in holinefs. That God poffeffes thefe 
perfections, the laf excepted, it is thought by fome may be con- 
clufively inferred from the doé¢trine of his felf-exiftence. But 
we fhall not purfue this inference at prefent, fince all, who ad- 
mit the Divine Exiftence, muft allow that he poffeffes the per- 
fections above mentioned. And, if he poffefs them now, he 
poffeiied them from erernity, and will continue through eterni- 
ty to poffefs them, without the leaft alteration; for a felf-ex- 
iitent being can fuffer no diminution, nor receive any addition. 
That God is immutable, in the fenfe above ftated, is abundant- 
}y evident from the following declarations of his word: “I am 
the Lord; I change not:—Thy years are throughout all gene- 

rations :—Of old haft thou laid the foundations of the earth ; 
.and the heavens are the work of thy hands: they fhall perith, 
but thou fhalt endure ; yea, all of them fhall wax old as doth. 
2 garment; as a vefture fhalt thou change them, and they fhall 
be changed : but thou art the fame, and thy years fhall have no 
end :—With whom is no variablenefs, neither fhadow of turn- 
ing :—The fame, yelterday, to-day, and forever :—He is of one 
mind, and who can turn him ?—The Strength of Ifrael will not 
die nor repent; for he is not a man, that he fhould repent.” 
Thefe paflages of fucred truth eftablifh the preceding fentiment, 
viz. that God isimmutable. He is the fame from eternity to 
eternity—unchangeable in his being and perfeétions—unchange- 
able in his perceptions and determinations. ‘ God is not 2 
man, that he fhould lic, neither the fon of man, that he fhould 
repent. Hath he faid, and hall he not do it? or hath he fpo- 

ken, and fhall he not make it good ?” HORATIO. 
* [To le continued.] ANS 
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AN AUTHENTIC NARRATIVE. 
From the Biblical Magazine. 
GENTLEMAN in London, being in an ill ftate of 


health, was advifed to walk out daily into the country. 
In one of his excurfions, about five miles from tow n, he faw 2 
fmall cottage at a little diftance, and being weary, made up te 
it that he might reft himfelf. On entering the houfe, he found 
a poor woman, with four children, who were chiedy employed 
in {pinning wick-yarn for candles. During his ftay, the follow- 
ing converfation took place :—Good woman, (faid he) your 
houfe I obferve is fadly out of repair: I wonder how you do in 
the winter feafon? Surely you muit be very uncomfortable. 
“It is but a poor place indeed, fir ; {faid the woman) but it 
is a mercy that itis no worfe. It is better than we deferve; 
and we are under the care of the fame kind Providence in the 
winter, as inthe ftummer.” Surprifed at this unexpected reply, 
he wifked to find out her religious principles. To what pa- 
rifh (faid he ) does your houfe belong? She told him. And 
how far do you live from the village? Three miles, fir.’’ 
That is a long way for you to goto church: and I fuppofe 
you go tochurch ong Sunday? “I hope, fir, we make con- 
{cience of worihipping God, on a Stinday, and on other 
days.” I hope you do: but do you not go to your pa- 
rifh church? “ No, fir; we do not.” Not go to church! 
What do you do then; and where do you go? “We go 
to meeting, fir.” Go to meeting! Why, were you broughs 
up to go to the meeting? “ No, fir.’ How came it about 
then that you fhould forfake the church, to go to meet- 
ing? “| will tell you, fir.—About four years ago I was vilited 
with a heavy and dangerous affliction; and being apprehentive 
that if I died 1 fhould perifh forever, I became very unhappy. 
1 had iuch a fenfe of fin, and fuch apprchentions of the wrath 
of God, that I was aterror to mryfelf, and thofe aboutme. As 
my affliction increafed, and the danger became more apparent, 
I was increafingly wretched; conceiving myfelf to be ap- 
proaching the brink of hell. I cried to the Lord to have mercy 
on my poor foul, though I could fcarcely entertain any hope of 
obtaining it. It was however my laft refort, and all that [ 
could do. I told my hufband and neighbours of my diftrefs; 
but they could not underftand my cafe. I was to them an ob- 
ject of wonder and pity. They tried to footh and comfort me, 
by faying, ‘You are avery honeft and induitrious woman, 
a quiet and peaceable neighbour, a good wife, and a good mo- 
ther; God alfo is very merciful, and you are a penitent : if, not- 
withftanding all this, you fhould go to hell, wo be to cnoulands. 
Sut, 
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But, alas! all that they could fay was of no ufe. I found they 
could not underftand the ftate of my mind. . 
“¢‘ Meanwhile my fever increafed, and I was thought to be on 


the point of death. Several of my poor neighbours were about 


me, expecting every breath to be the lait. ‘ She is jut going,’ 
faid one of them. I could not fpeak, but was perfedtly fenfble, 
and heard thote words; at which I thought, if I were going, I 
was going to hell. It pleafed God, however, to {pare me: and 
L hope it was in mercy. From this time the fever abated, and 
I gradually recovered. But my diftrefs of mind did not abate. 
I contidered that though, through the mercy ot God, I was {par- 
ed a little while, yet I was’ ftill the fame wretched, vile and 
guilty creature: Ineeded mercy, but almoft defpaired of ob- 
taining it. I ufed, at thistime, to watch my heart, and pray 
in my poor manner; but could find no relief. Such was my 
unbappineds, that I had no heart to attend to the common con- 
cerns of my family. I again told my poor neighbours the {tate 
of my mind; but they knew not what to fay, more than they 
had faid ; and I could not be eafy. They then wiihed me to 
go to the minifler of the pariih. 

“Soon after this, I felt inclined to take my neighbours’ 
advice. I went to the clergyman, and told him the exertifes 
of my mind from the beginning. He appeared to be much fur- 
priled, and faid he fappofed 1 muft have been guilty of tome 
ereat wickedne/s; and afked me whatit was. I told him that 
I did not underftand him. Why, faid he, you. muft have com- 
mitted theft, or drunkennefs, or fraud, or infidelity to your hut- 
band, or fome other great fin. No, fir, faid I: I defire to be 
thankful to God, Ihave been kept from all thefe outward 
evils: but you do not underftand my meaning, fir: I am 
x vile finner in the fight of God ; my heart is full of evil. Every 
thing [ do is finful: I am a ruined and undone creature: I 
fear that I am going to hell—and the thoughts of thefe things 
are terrible beyond what I can exprefs. ‘Oh, poor woman, 
(replied he) you mutt not give way to fuch thoughts as thefe e 
you will go out of your mind: you muft endeavour to drive 
away fuch melancholy ideas. I would advife you to get into 
fome cheerful company; and, if you can read, get fome divert- 
ing books; and by degrees you will get the better of thefe 
gloomy apprehenfions. You muft ftrive againft them, or you 
will not be able to perform the duties of your family.’ 

Oh fir, (faid I) I cannot think your advice is right. Sure- 
ly this would be adding fin to fin: it would be acting contrary 
to my cont{cience, and therefore would increafe the weight of my 
diftrefs, inftead of removing it. ‘Well then, (faid he) I would 
have you come tochurch, and take the facrament, and. make 
your peace with God. If, with this, you be honef{ and induf- 
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1803.] An authentic Narrative. 8g 
trious, live in peace and charity with your neighbours, and do 
your duty, God is merciful, and you need not diftrefs yourfelf, 
or fear but you will be happy.’ Ithanked him for his laft ad- 
vice, and thought I would follow it. Accordingiy I went to 
church, for more than a quarter of a year, and took the facra- 
ment ; but found no relief. The preaching was no way fuitable 
tomy cafe. I wanted fomething to relieve my mind, but knew 
not what would do it. 

“One fabbath-day my hufband and I, after having been 
at church on the forenoon, and there being no fervice in the 
afternoon, were fitting by a ditch fide, eating our bread and 
cheefe. Having heard that there was a meeting, at which a Mr. 
Tibwell preached, about two miles farther, I felt a ftrong defire 
. to go that afternoon and hearhim. On expreffing it to my huf- 
band, he made many objefions, ‘That (faid he) will be the 
way to be ruined indeed. You know that my maiteris a great 
enemy to.the prefbyterians, and he would turn me off from his 
fervice. Our landlord alfo greatly diflikes them, and he would 
turn us and our children out of doors. Befidées, you know that 
my lady gives her dole at Chriitmas—tfhe is now very kind to us ; 
and we have more of her charity than fome of our neighbours : 
but fhe is very ftri& tothe church ; and if fhe come to hear that 
we go to meeting, we have nothing more to expect from her.’ 
Alas ! faid I, all this is nothing tome. Bam fo diftreffed about 
my foul, that other things are of no account. If you will not go 
with me, I will go by myfelf.—I immediately rofe up, and fet 
forward; and when my hufband faw me determined on going, 
he went with me. But when we arrived at the place, he refufed 
to goin, that he might have to fay, if called in queftion, that 
he was not in the place. Ihowever went in: and foon after, 
the congregation being affembled, the minifter came. My eyes 
followed hin—After finging, he prayed—But, oh, how was I 
affeGted in his prayer! He was large in the confeflion of fin, 
particularly of heart fins; and very earneft in his petitions for 
mercy to poor finners, pleading the merits and mediation of 
Chriftasthe only ground of hope. He prayed out my very 
foul. Never did I feel before asI did then. My expectations 
were raifed toa very high pitch. When he took his text [ was 
all attention, It was the former part of the parable of the fower. 
He began by defcribing thofe hearers that are compared to the 
way fide. The ground was hard, and did not receive the feed ; 
and partly through ignorance, inattention, and the influence of 
Satan on the mind, no good was produced. Next he {poke of the 
ftony-ground hearers. On thefe, he obferved, fome effe& was 
produced: but it was of fhort duration, and at laft came to no- 
thing. Then he came to fpeak of worldly-minded hearers, who 


alfo brought no fruit to perfection.—I followed him all through 
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his fermon ; but it was an awful one to me. I thought it all be- 
longed tome. I therefore went home with my mind more bur- 
dened than before. I faw thatI was every thing that was vile 

and abominable; and could nothelp crying out, Wo is me, for i 
am undone ! 

_ © There was however one thought which afforded me iome 
telicf: I had till now confidered my cafe as fingular; for [ 
had never met with any perfon who had the fame views and 
feelings with myfelf. But now I perceived there was a perfon 
who utiderftood the flate of my mind. I refleéted on the pray- 
er and on the fermon; and my mind was filled with thought. 
Underftanding that Mr. Tibwell meant to preach upon the lat- 
ter part of the parable the next fabbath, 1 longed for its return 
all the week, that I might hear it through ; hoping, alfo, that 
he might be directed to fay fomething which would afford relief 
to my aiflicted foul. ‘Well, the fabbath returned; and a blefi- 
ed one it wasto me! I was again greatly imprefled and af- 
fe&ed with the prayer; and when the minifler defcribed the 
good ground, he fhewed that it was originally all wild and bar- 
ren, but that it was made good by the influence of divine 
grace. It was broken up by convictions of fin, which entering 
deeply into the foul of the finner, he was brought to fee fin ex- 
ceeding finful, and to teel the plague of his own heart. Thus 
the {pirit was made tamer. and the mind teachable, and pre- 
pared for the reception of the gofpel. Thén he opened up the 
great truths of falvation through Jefus Chiilt, and directed the 
hearers to him, as the only faviour from: fin, and the curfe of 
the law toe which they were expofed. He fhewed that pardon 
of fin, peace with God, juftification and fandification, all came 
freely to the chief of finners, through the atonemeft and righ- 
teoufnefs.of Chrift; and that thefe being applied by the Spirit 
of God, were made effectual to their converfion, and in the iffue 
were productive of good fruit in the prefent life, and in the life 
to come everlafting joy. 

. “ Now was my heart filléd with comfort—now I was led to 
fee the way of efcape—now @foundation was laid for my hope 
to reft upon—lI returned home with joy ; and could now attend 
to my family affairs with cheerfulnefs. From this time I at- 
tended conftantly at the fame place, and that with great de- 
light: every fabbath was a feaft day to me: and I have this 
additional comfort, that my hufband alfo attends conftantly 
and cheerfully under the gofpel with me; and I truft that he 
alfo is converted to Chrift. He now prays in his family; and 
we never lived fo happily as we do now. 

“Thus, fir, (added the poor woman) I lave given you fome 
account of the reafons why we left the church, and go to the 
meeting. 1 hope we have both got good by it, and that there 
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{sno harm in that, fir.” No, replied the gentleman; I affure 
you that your ftory is not a little interefting to me, and I hope 
you will perfevere in your attendance on the gofpel. * Yes, fir, 
(faid fhe) I hope we fhall ; for furely I can fay from experience, 
fhat “wifdom’s ways are ways of pleafantnefs, and all her 
paths are peace.” 

Well, good woman, can you read? “Yes, fir, I can now 
read better than I could before.” And what good books have 
you got? “I have but one, fir; and that is the Teftament.” 
Let me look at it, if you pleafe. ‘ Dear fir, I am afhamed to 
fhew it to you; it is fuch a tattered piece: for before I knew 
the worth of it, I let my children play with it; but now I take 
it to meeting with me; and when the minifter mentions a text 
that is in it, I turn to it, and read it. [Giving the book into 
bis hand, fhe added,] There is all Fobn in it, fir: and there is 
[weet reading in Fohn ?* Yes, good woman, there is fweet read- 
ing in John; and I am glad that you have tafted the fweet- 
nefs of it.—-And can your children read? “Yes, fir, my two 
eldeft girls can read pretty well: for I fend them once or twice 
a day to a neighbour, who is a better icholar than I, and the 
teaches them.” 

’ After making the poor woman a prefent, to enable her to 
buy a new Bible and Teftament for the children, the gentle- 
man took his leave of them. e : 


LETTERS ON SOLITARY DEVOTION, 
From Pascat tro Jutta. 


LETTER [. 








MY DEAR JULIA, 


i MOST fincerely congratulate you upon the rich experience 
you have recently had of the diftinguifhing love of God to 
your foul. A few months ago you were funk into perfect ftupi- 
dity with regard to {piritual objects. Your concern was entirely 
limited to time. Eternity was forgotten. God was fhut out of 
your heart. The gaieties, the pleafures, the flattering profpedts 
of the world, abforbed all the powers of your underftanding, and 
all your active propenfities. You had no_relifh for. religious in- 
ftruction, or employments of piety. The reproofs and warnings 
of the divine law, the proffers of mercy and falvation to finners 
through the atonement of the crofs, and moving leffons in provi- 
dence, were addrefled to you in vain. The moft ftriking de- 
fcriptions of hell, and the moft affecting reprefentations of hea- 


ven, had no other effect upon you, but to augment your difgui* 


$@ yeligion, aid harden your heart againft every challenge of 
| - duty. 
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duty. Sovereign grace has at length triumphed over your ob- 
duracy. Your eyes have been opened to fee, and your confcience 
has been quickened to feel, the enormity of your guilt. God 
has fhewn you that you are a miferable finner. AH your fenfi- 
bilities have been alive to the conviction, that you are juftly un- 
der the curfe of the divine law, on the brink of hell, and, in your- 
felf, beyond hope. You have been brought deeply to feel your 
need of being cleanfed from your guilt im the blood of the Lamb, 
and of being fanctified in heart by the fpecial influences of the 
Holy Spirit. You no longer doubt the reality of religion, or 
the authenticity of the facred fcriptures. You admit the foul- 
humbling doétrines they inculcate. God, who commanded 
the light to fhine out of darknefs, hath fhined into your heart, 
to give you the light of the koowledge of his glory, in the face. 
of Jefus Chrift. Penitence hath diflolved your heart, and fuf- 
fufed your eyes with tears. You have given up your felfifh in- 
tereft, and are now no longer your own. You have entered 
into the moft folemn covenant engagements, publicly and pri- 
vately, to be the Lord’s. With refpe& to the fincezity of 
this felf-confecration you think you cannot be deceived. I re- 
ly, my dear Julia, that your conclufions are juft. I have in- 
deed no other reafon to fear that you are deceived, and that 
{ misjudge refpecting you, but the general one; that fin is of 
a delufory and mifguiding nature, and that the heart of every 
one who is not truly fanttified is deceitful above all things, and 
defperately wicked. This is a fufficient reafon for conftant 
felf-examination, felf-difidence, habitual familiarity with the. 
{criptures, watchfulnefs and prayer. I have no inclination to. 
diminifh your joys by groundlefs fufpicions. If your confi- 
dence be in Chriit, there is no danger of its being too ftrong. 
Cheerfully do I allow myfelf to believe, that your reconcilia- 
tion to God is real and lafting. How rich is the grace which 
has been exercifed towards you if this be the fa&t! What rea- 
fon does it furnifh for everlafting gratitude! Thrice happy 
creature! You know what it is to be embraced in the bofom 
of electing and redeeming love. You feel the tendernefs of 
the fpirit of adoption. Favoured veffel of mercy } now “ all 
things are yours: whether Paul, or Apollos, or Cephas, or the 
world, or life, or death, or things prefent, or things to come, 
all are yours.” You, are no longer a firanger, and an outcaft, 
but “a fellow citizen with the faints, and of the houfehold of 
God; and are built upon the foundation of the prophets and 
apoftles, Jefus Chrift himfelf being the chief corner ftone.” 
This lovely, tender Shepherd of Ifrael is your guide. Heaven 
is your home ; thither are you tending ; and henceforth, even 
through a wattelefs eternity, your pleafing tafk is to be, to 
fhew forth the praifes of Him who hath loved you, died for 
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you, and brought you out of darknefs into his marvellous 
light. I moft joyfully count you among the number of my 
religious friends. ‘To the friendly intereft I have heretofore 
taken in your welfare, I can now unite the complacency of 
Chriftian efteem. And you may depend upon it, that if, in 
any thing, ! can aid your progrefs in holinefs, and contribute 
to your full preparation for glory, I fhall moft gladly ferve 
you. Freely unbofom yourfelf tome. If you with any ex- 
planations of doétrines or duties, fend me your requefts. If 
you need any {fpiritual relief, tell me your burden. My atten- 
tion to the requeft of your letter will, I hope, encourage you 
to multiply your demands. They fhall be anfwered as far as 
my poor abilities enable’me. In your letter you fay, that, “ in 
your opinion, no branch of Chriitian duty can be of greater im- 
portance than an habitual fecret devotion.” I am pleafed to 
obferve your folicitude to be faithful in your duty in this re- 
fpeét. You with me to write to you on this fubject, and to in- 
dulge as much particularity, and freedom, as my leifure wilk 
allow. You with to underftand your duty, to feel its weight, 
and to be affifted in the due performance of it. Indeed you 
could not make a requeft more agreeable, and with which I 
could be more readily difpofed to comply. 1 will give you my 
thoughts freely. Your inexperience, your remaining corrup- 
tions, and your confequent dangers, call for the aid of fome 
more experienced Chriitian friend in regard to this portion of 
your duty. But I cannot exhauft the fubje& in a few words. 
If you will allow me to be as diffufe and particular as my con- 
cern for your fpiritual good, and the pleafure I take in dilating 
on fubjects of this nature, incline me to be, I fhall give youa 
packet of letters before I come to the end. If I feem prolix 
and tedious, I am fure an apology will be furnifhed in the do- 
cility and benignity of your own mind. This letter you wilk 
confider as only an introduétory one. Circumftances at this 
moment oblige me to bid you adieu. I am, &c. 
[To be continued. } nie 


er EE he - — 
FHE RURAL ASSEMBLY. 


N a fummer’s day; under the fhady influence of a grove 

of ftately oaks and elms which occupied the contiguous 

parts of a fpacious park and pafture, the following ferious talk 

was held by a promifcuous aflembly of Beafls and Birds con- 
cerning man: 

The fportive birds aloft, while regaling themfelves, and adjuft- 
ing their foft attire, in confequence of frequent interruption by the 
painful panting of the deer, and the dire groaning of beafts 
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which lay in a weary pofture on the ground, defired a confe- 
rence, to afcertain the caufe of fo much affliction among the re- 
fidents of a pleafant fhade. Though the beafts were rather fur- 
prifed at the unexpected propofal of their cheerful and elevated 
neighbours ; it was yet, after proper confultation, readily accept- 
ed by every quadruped of the grove. 

The Ox. We groan, fays the antient leader of the herd, 
becaufe we are tired with hard labour, and muft foon be forced 
by our crucl mafters to leave this cool and refrefhing retreat. 
If, like you feathered folks, we could fafely refide amid the tops 
ef fhady trees, and fiy above the reach of man, our fighs and 
groans-would foon be changed into cheerful fongs. While you 
pleafantly foar from tree to tree, and from hill to vale, over the 
heads of men and bealts, we are chained faft to the plough, and 
pufoed and goaded along by the moit mercilefs drivers. Six ho- 
neft days of the week are rarely fufticient for us to be employed 
in dragging on the molt intolerable loads. What think ye of 
this, pretty birds? sre you willing to change fituations? Is 
there not reafon for our deep fighs and groans? Alas! while 
you are courted by eafe, and crowned with delight, we are the 
fubjects of deep affli€ion and oppredlion. 

The Bird. Your lot and outs, it muft be granted, are diffe. 
gent. But every one is qualified for his place. You are ftrong, 
and we are weak: and while we are obliged to rife early, and’ 
fly from place to place, to colle& our daily food, in fight of arm- 
ed, concealed foes, you are carefully furnifhed and amply fup- 
plied by your owners. Is not this a balance in your favour? — 

The Ox.. Our owners provide for us fraw and provender. 
enough ; but with what view, in general, except to accumulate 
private property, and to increafe the moft fordid gratification ? 

The Bird. But let us not go too faft: were not you origi- 
nally formed to fubferve the intereft of man? was not this the. 
ebject of your creation? sts r 

The Lambs We grant that God made all things for the ufe. 
of man; but we deny that he made any thing for the abufe of: 
man. As all creatures, man not excepted, were made for the 
honour of God, we fhould not complain if ufed for this divine 
purpofe ; but when men forget God, and facrifice us by thoufands 
at the altar of felf-indulgence and fhameful luxury, we cannot 
but call for the vengeance of Heaven to fall on their guilty 
heads. O how many millions of innocent lambs have been dri- 
ven to the flaughter to pamper gluttons and debauched charac- 
ters! Their blood cries aloud for recompenfe. For the wolvés 
of the wildernefs are not half fo deftructive to us as men. The 
teftimeny of lambs which have been greedily devoured by riot- 
ous eaters of fiefh will foon condemn and confound the guilty 
world. For God will not fuffer fuch wanton abufes to pafs. 


_‘withimpunity. — + The, 
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The Deers have with much attentidbn and iympathy heard 
the talk of my coufin Lamb, and approve it. For who are 
more expofed to greedy dogs, and wolfifh men, than lambs and 
fawns? Alas! how often are our feeble race chafed to death by 
thofe ravenous partners! I with that finging birds would de- 
{cend from the tops of trees, and refide on the fultry glebe long 
enough to learn the hoitile nature of man. 

. The Bird. Weare not ignorant of human nature ; and have 
therefore long been in the habit of attempting to fly above the 
reach of danger. But why fhall deer complain? For you are 
maintained at great expenfe, in a {pactous and beautiful park, 
full of trees and every kind of grateful hervage, and have agi- 
lity to efcape the enemy at option. _ 

The Deer. Birds do but dream while chattering in this man- 
ner. For we are maintained for the purpole of mere {port and 
luxury : and our fpeed, within thefe narrow confines, is our 
danger. It is but a motive to yelling dogs and cruel fportf- 
ren to purfue us. If we were at liberiy, in the extenfive range 
of nature, which was the native heritage of our feeble and’timo- 


rous race, agility would he our fafety.. But what can we effe&.- 


by flight in this little cage? Here we were born, and here we 
are confined to make fport for dogs and men in fright and 
death. HEesw hard the lot of poor, defencelefs deer! How 
bafe the nature of man! Surely, as we are excluded the privi- 
lege of roaming the boundlefs foreft, which is our life, we choofe 
death rather than life. For a fhort death is better than a lin- 
gering one. But tell us,happy birds, do you meet no difficul- 
‘ties in your extenfive regions? Are men your friends? do they 
néver enfnare and difturb you? 


The Bird. O yes; they not only enfnare us, but even fhoot 


tis flying, when other methods of capture fail. We have no 
peaceful abode: not, however, becaufe we injure men, but be- 
caufe they love the fport.of killing us, and telling the number 
of the dead. Millions of harmlefs birds have been deflroyed 
becaufe gunners take pleafure in aiming at living marks. The 
deprivation of life is often the fportfman’s objet. But fhall 
not the Judge of all the earth do right? For life is capable of 
enjoyment, and is the gift of God. How-can he efcape the 
difpleafure of God, who wantonly takes away the life of any 
of his creatures ? The leaft infect is a lawful proprietor of the 
world, 
_ The Horfe. 1 have, perhaps, kept filence too long, while this 
injured afiembly have examined the barbarity of man. For 
neither the beaft of Balaam nor any other creature hasa_more 
weighty teftimony to bring againft man than our ufeful and 
much abufed race of animals. Here I am, a poor, old, lame, 
decrepid creature. Behold me, ye fying fowls, and ye nimble 
refidents 
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refidents of the park, and all ye members of this afflicted affem- 
bly! See my leannefs, and count my finews and bones, which 
are as vifible as the light of day! My life is a burden. But 
not to the harrow and whip do 1 attribute this miferable plight, 
bat to the hard and unfeeling heart of man. From my youth 
up I have been his faithful fervant. By night and by day, in 
cold and heat, through thick and thin, have I ferved my maf- 
ters in thick fucceflion. But alas! alas! for my conftant faith- 
fulnefs I have, except when a prancing colt on parade, been re- 
warded with fhamelefs cruelty and neglect. Surely if I were 
man my beatt fhould not have occafion to complain of unkind- 
nefs ; for 1 would merit his love and gratitude. 

The Dove. I am the folitary, mournful bird of the woods. 
I have during fix fucceflive fummers been the refident of this 
fhady retreat. Here from year to year I have attempted, with 
a loving mate, to raife up children to enjoy exiftence, and fill 
the grove with grateful cooing. But, with grief be it fpoken, 
no fooner did our harmlefs young venture from the neft, and 
begin to leap from limb to limb, than the favage fportfmen ter- 
minated their days, and we were left to mourn their untimely 
fate. While my hufband remained, though we mutually tafted 
the cup of affliction in confequence of the lofs of children, yet 
my grief was comparatively light ; for his love compelled him 
to take and carry the burden. But now, alas! heis gone, and our 
little coal is nearly quenched. For the unfeeling fportfman the 
other day, not contented with taking a {tag from the park, after. 
two hours eager chafe, {hot my beloved mate, and my all. His 
lofs I mourn, and will faithfully mourn till death. For, defti- 
tute of a companion, life itfelf is a kind or death. 

I hope this fympathizing aflembly will excufe my plaintive 
notes and tears. For obferving your afflicted poiture, and 
catching a few fentences of your united complaint, [ have de- 
{cended from the elevated branches of the elm, to impart a few 
words of advice and confolation. 

My friends, liften to a poor, folitary dove; and feafonably 
fupprefs every thought of retaliation or depreffion. For wife 
-and holy ends God has made man the lord of creation: and 
though he has offended, and though all the animal tribes groan 
under the burden of his guilt, we muft fubmit. For it is the 
will ofthe Creator. This heavy curfe will foon be removed. 
Light will fucceed darknefs; good, evil; and pleafure, pain. 
For the wrath of man fhall praife the Lord, and every obje@ 
and quality fhall anfwer his benevolent purpofe. 

Thus'to the liftening, approving throng {poke the mournful, 
folitary dove. —————Profound filence enfued, till fhe fpread her 
wings and departed in queft of a mate, cooing her flight. 
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The other birds and beafts attempted to continue the ferious 
bufinefs of the affembly, but were fuddenly interrupted by the 
entrance of the proprietor of the park at the gate, with ‘a new 
kennel of hounds, to take a ftag for fupper. 

It fo happened, that a company of children, who were at the 


rove for the purpofe of being fpectators of the chafe, not only - 


heard the debates of the aflembly, but were deeply imprefled by 
it. To their feeling, tender minds it was the moft feafonable 
and inftructive leffon, as appears from their reflections while re- 
turning home. | 

Henry. Did you ever know, before, that beafts and birds 
could talk ? 

Richard. I have heard folks fay that they know a great deal : 
but I never thought they could talk fo diftin@ly and plainly. 

Frank. I don’t fee but they talk as well’as other folks. 

Nancy. For my part, [ was really aftonifhed to hear the 
dove and other birds {peak fo fenfibly. 

Clariffa. Well, children, 1 am fure we have had a veny feri- 
ous leflon to day. Fer they fpoke the truth in a moft reprov- 
ing light. 

Leonora. O, what a dreadful thing it is for the poor crea- 
tures to be fo fhamefully abufed! I wifh the world had been 
prefent at the affembly. : | 

Sophia. I am determined that our Jack fhall never rob any 
miore birds’ nefts, and take the young ones. For it makes my 
heart bleed to think of it. Poor little creatures ! 

fancy. How beautifully the lamb talked, and how juftly 
too ! 

Lucy. I wifh the butchers would let lambs alone. For | 
fhall be afraid to fee another brought to market. 

Nancy. Seeing they are made for man, let us ufe them like 
Chriftians, and God will not be angry. 

Sophia. Though we cannot-hinder the butchers from killing 
the innocent creatures, we can prevent ourfelves from eatin 
them in-a wicked manner; and we mutt follow the Bible, and 
eat, and drink, and do every thing elfe, to the glory of God. 

Clarija. Yes, girls, we certainly, muft, or the lambs and 
birds will witnefs againft us at the great day. 

Harry. Well, I know* I fhall tell Cato and Fortune not to 
load the oxen fo heavily again, and never to whip them fo éfu2 
elly. For, if thus abufed, Shey will complain and tell'God ; and 
he will be angry with father and all the reft of us. 

Frank. Revers never was I fo furprifed¥as at the folemn 
talk inthe grove. Don’t you think, Richard, that God heard 
it, who fees poor beafts fo’ much abufed, efpecially by parties of 
pleafure, on the fabbath ? ee 

Richard. 
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Richard. Yes, he hears every thing; and will punifh the 
world for their cruelty towards beafts, if they don’t foon repent. 
God will not fuffer his innocent creatures to be injured in this 
manner. I amalmoft afraid to move one ftep. I fhall dream 
all night about the talk in the grove, and the day of judgment. 

Ferry. I hope fomebody will make a hole in the park wall 
to night, and let allthe deer efcape. For it is very wicked to 
keep them there confined to be chafed to death by the blood 
hounds and hunters. 

Frank. No, Jerry, rather hope that the owner himfelf will 
repent, and open the park gate with his own hand, and let them 
have the world fora park, as God did when he firft made them. 
For the foreft is the native place of deer. 

Serena. Come, children, it is almoft,funfet ; and we mutt 
walk faft on. “Let us go home and learn to do well, and treat 
all God’s creatures with kindnefs. For if we do not he will be 
angry, and call them to teftify againit us before his tribunal. 

Fidelia. I defire to be thankful for this day’s inftruction. 
Never, never before did I receive fuch a ferious and profitable 
leffon. I hope we fhall all retain it. Let us now haften home, 
and, by aflifting each other’s memory, repeat every word we 
have heard at the grove to our parents and little brothers and 
fitters, and entreat and charge them to be. kind to beafts and 
birds. For Solomon fays, “ A righteous man regardeth the 


life of his beaft; but the tender mercies of the wicked are 
cruel.” 7 


CONCLUSION. 


As children and fools fpeak the truth, let the aged and the 
wife feafonably improve the interefting tale. For life is fhort, 


and eternity is long. PHILOKTISIS. 








ON SLOTH. | 
| "To the Editors of the Maffachufetts Miffionary Magazine. 
“= GENTLEMEN, 
8 BEING fenfible of paft inal tice and feeling a little ac- 
tive this morning, I fend you a few thoughts on Sloth. 
‘OW many hours are needlefsly fpent by fome on their 
“i beds! by others, in the moft idle and frivolous converfa- 
“tion! by others, in reading merelyto gratify the fancy! by 
_ others, in unprofitable amufements, which, tend to kill time, ra- 
ther than to qualify them for future employments! To what 
temptations are fuclt expofed during thofe idle hours! What 
corrupt imfages play before the fancy! What a habit of felf- 
indulgence gains ftrength ! 
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Stoth is the thief of precious time; the origin of poverty, the 
fource of vice ; an enemy to the happinefs of individuals, the 
felicity of families, the profperity of the community; it fears 
the confcience, hardens the heart, is a great fin againft the great 
God, and the vortex of temporal and eternal] deftruction. 

Should we not, then, be aware of our coniftant temptations 
from this quarter, and be ever on our guard againft them? We 
feel that this body is our tempter, and we mutt not allow its de- 
fires to bear a fovercign fway. Our meat and drink muft be 
moderate. We mutt beware of fumptuoas and luxurious fare. 
We mutt abffain from thofe needlefs recreations which an idle 
world has invented and multiplied. We muft beware of va- 
cant thought, vacant time, vacant converfation, vacant compa- 
ny. We mutt beware of trifling employments, whieh take the 
appearance of induftry, while they are mere contrivances by 
which we difguife from ourfelves the indulgence of our floth. 
if we read, it muft not be with carelefs inattention, nor mult 
we prefer books of amufement to thofé which will add to our 
ftock of ufeful knowledge, and improve the heart. Let us, 
then, adopt a maxim of an aétive promoter of the beft intereft of 
his fellow men—the falvation of the Greeks and Barbarians— 
« Be not flothful in bufinefs, but fervent in fpirit, ferving the 
Lord.” 








a 
ON THE STATE OF THE SOUL AFTER DEATH. 


LT is not ftrange that thofe who forrg their opinion of death 
by its vifible effects, fhould entertain doubts whether the foul 
furvives the body. Death certainly deftroys all appearance of 
perception and fenfibility, and feems to put a final period to the 
exiftence of the foul. Accordingly we find the Heathens have 
generally either denied or doubted the exiftence of the foul af- 
ter the diffolution of the body. Cicero difcuffes this fubject 
with great we puns and confiders every thing of importance, 
which the moft celebrated philofophers had faid upon both fides 
of the queftion; but after all, declines giving his own decifive 
opinion upon the point, though he expreffes a ftrong defire to 
exift after death. And fince this wife and learned Heathen 
could not fatisfy himfelf, that he fhould retain his intelletual 
powers after the diffolution*of the body, it muft be prefumed, 
that no man can demonftrate, by the bare light of nature, the 
exiftence and fenfibility of the foul in a feparate ftate. But 
though we careafily account for the ignorance of Pagans, con- 
cerning the nature and confequences of death, yet we cannot fo 
eafily account for the ignorance and errors of Chriftians upon 
thisfubje&. It feems {range, that thofe who enjoy the gofpel, 
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which. has brought life and immortality to light, fhould enter- 
tain very different and contradictory opinions concerning the 
exiftence and ftate of the foul after its feparation from the body. 
Some fuppofe that the foul is material, and that death, which 
diffolves the body, neceflarily deftroys the foul. Some fuppofe 
that the foul is fpiritual and furvives the body, but is totally de- 
void of aétivity and fenk&bility in its feparate ftate. And fome 
fuppofe that death only diflolves the connexion between the foul 
and body, and that, while the body lies mouldering in the grave, 
the foul continues to live in a ftate of unfpeakable happinefs or 

mifery. 
In order to inveftigate the truth, in the midft of this variety 
of opinions, it may be proper to proceed gradually, and obferve, 
iit. That the foul is diftin@t from the body. The body is 
‘material, but the foul is fpiritual ; and we know there is a wide 
and eilential diftin@ion between matter and fpirit. Their pro- 
perties, fo far as we can .diftinguifh them, are totally diverfe- 
Lhe effential properties of matter are extenfion, folidity and 
gravitation ; but the effential properties of {pirit are perception, 
underftanding and volition. The body has all the properties 
of matter, and none of the properties of fpirit. The foul has 
all the properties of {pirit, and none of the properties of matter. 
he body, which is folid, heavy and extended, cannot perceive, 
nor reafon, nor choofe, nor refufe. ‘I'he foul, which has the 
powers of perceiving, reafoning and choofing, is totally deftitute 
of the properties of folidity, extenfion and gravitation. The 
foul and body, therefore, are abfolutely diftin&, and effentially 
different fubitances. There is no way to avoid this conclufion, 
but by fuppoling, that matter may be fo modified as to produce 
perception, underftanding and volition. And this is, indeed, 
fuppoled by fome chriftian divines and philofophers, in defiance 
to reafon and common fenfe. If any portion of matter can be 
made to produce thought, it muft be done by fome peculiar 
modification of its particles, and not by altering its nature, and 
making it {pirit. But can we conceive, that any modification 
of matter fhould render it capable of thinking and reafoning ? 
‘Though the Deity can do many things, which are beyond our 
comprehention, yet he cannot do any thing which implies a real 
contradiction. And it feems to imply a plain contradiction that 
he fhould form a ratidnal mind out of irrational matter. For, 
there is no particular fize, nor fhape, nor motion, nor arrange- 
ment, of the particles of matter, which can have the leaft tenden- 
cy to produce the power of thinking. Hence there is no more 
reafon to fuppofe; that it is in the power of God to modify mat- 
ter into mind, than to caufe a thing to exift, and not to exift, at 
fa Rrie, And, if this be true, there is an effential diftinc- 


ween the foul and body, arifing from the nature of 
| things. 
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things. It iscertain, however, the {cripture keeps up a plain dif- 
tinction between the foul and the body. When our Lord ap- 
peared to the eleven difciples, after his refurre¢tion, “ they were 
terrified and affrighted, and fuppofed they had feen a {pirit.”’ 
But he foon convinced them of their miftake, by appealing to 
the effential difference between corporeal and fpiritual proper- 
ties: ‘* Behold my hands and my feet, that it is I myfelf. 
Handle me and fee: for a fpirit hath not flsfe and bones, as ye fee 
me have.” Paul fays, “1 knew a man in Chrift, about fourteen 
years ago (whether m the body, I cannot tell; or whether out of 
the body, 1 cannot tell : God knoweth) fuch an one caught up to 
the third heaven.” Here the different nature, and the feparate 
exiftence, of the foul and body, are plainly fuggelfted and neceffa- 
rily implied. The apoftle James fuppofes the fame diftin&ion, 
when he fays, “* The body without the fpiritis dead.”?> Andif 
we now turn to the account of the firft formation of man, we 
fhall find the foundation of the effential diftinétion between the 
foul and body, which runs through the whole Bible. “ And the 
Lord God formed man of the duft of the ground, and breathed 
into his noftrils the breath of life; and man became a living 
foul.”” According to this reprefentation, the body of Adam 
was completely formed and organized, before his foul or {pirit 
was united to it; which affords the higheft evidence, that the 
human body is no more effential to the human foul, than the hu- 
man foul is eflential to thehuman body. ‘This leadsusto obferve, 

2d. That the foul muft exit after its feparation from the body, 
The body is in. its own n«ture mortal, but the foul is in its own 
nature immortal. The body is compofed of corruptible mate- 
rials, which naturally tend to corruption ; but the foul is com- 
pofed of incorruptible materials, which no fecondary caufes can 
diffolve or deftroy. Hence the foul muft neceflarily furvive the 
death of the body, unlefs the Deity pleafe to annihilate it, which 
there is not the leaft groundto fuppofe. But the exprefs decla- 
ration of {cripture affords us the beft evidence of the exiftence of 
the foul after death. We read in the third chapter of Exodus, 
‘that God faid to Mofes, “ I am the God of thy father, the God 
of Abraham, the God of Laac, and the God of Jacob.” ‘This 
text Chrift cites to prove the feparate exiftence of the foul, as 
well as the refurrection of the body. This appears from the 
turn he gives to the paflage, in the twentieth of Luke: ‘ Now 
that the dead are raifed, even Mofes fhewed at the bufh, when 
he called the Lérd the God of Abraham, and the God of Ifaac, 
- and the God of Jacob. For he is not the God of the dead, but 
of the fiving.”” ‘That the foul exifts after its feparation from the 
body, is plainly implied in the account of Elijah’s raifing the 
widow’s fon, which we find in the feventeenth chapter of the firit 
»of Kings. “And Elijah cried unto the Lord, and faid, O Lord 
% _ my 
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my God, I pray thee, let this child’s foul come into him again. 
And the Lord heard the voice of Elijah ;, and the foul of the child 
game into him again.” Solomon repretents the foul as leaving the 
body at death, and ftill exifting in a feparate ftate. ‘“ Then thall 
the duft return to the earth as it was ; and the /pirit fhall return 
unto God who gave it.” From thefe and fimilar paffages in 
the Old Teftament, the Jews in general were led to believe, that 
the fouls of men exift after death. This appears from the anfwer 
which the difciples gave to Chrift on a certain occafion. He 
demanded, “ Whom do men fay that I the Son of Man am 2” 
They replied, “ Some fay that thouart John the Baptift ; fome 
Elias, and others Jeremias, or one of the prophets.”” The Jews 
could not have formed this opinion of Chrift, unlefs they had 
believed in the feparate exiftence of the departed fpirits of Eli- 
jah and Jeremiah, and other ancient prophets, ‘[he parable of 
Dives and Lazarus is built upon the doéttrine of the feparate 
exiftence of the foul after it leaves the body. And though we 
may fuppoje that many circumftances mentioned in that para- 
ble are not to be confidered as literally true; yet we can hardly 
fuppofe that Chrift would give fuch a lively defcription of the 
happinefs and mifery of the dead, if their fouls did not only ex- 
ift, but exift in a ftate of perfect fenfibility. And this fentiment 
he once exprefled in the moft plainandexplicit manner. “ Fear 
not them who 4&i/l the body, but are not able to &ill the foul.’ 
This mode of expreffion decides the point, that the diffolution of 
the body does not deftroy the exiftence of the foul. And the 
fame thing is impliedin his gracious declaration to the penitent 
thief onthe crofs:; ‘ This day fhalt thou be with me in para- 
dife.”” When the difciples made choice of Matthias as an apof- 
tle in the room of Judas, they plainly intimated in their addrefs 
to God, on the occation, that they fuppofed the foul of Judas 
. was in a ftate of milery and defpair. ‘ They prayed and faid, 
“Thou, Lord, who knoweft the hearts of all men, fhew whe- 
ther of thefe two thou haft chofen, that he may take part of this 
miniftry and apoftlethip, from which Judas by tranfgreffion fell, 
that he might go to bis own place.” And it was in full view and 
belief of the exiftence of departed fpirits in heaven, that Stephen 

rayed, with his dying breath, to be admitted té"the manfions 
of the blefled. “ And they ftoned Stephen, calling upon God, 
and faying, Lord Fefus, receive my fpirit.”” ‘Thus it appears that | 
the fouls of the dead do certainly exift after gheir feparation, 
fréim the body. 


——-* 


[To be continued.) 
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REVIVAL OF RELIGION IN THE NORTH OF 
| SCOTLAND. 





THE following moft agreeable accounts have been received by 
the Society for Propagating the Gofpel at Home.* The firft 
letter is from one of the Society’s Miffionaries, who has been 
in their employment thefe laft two years. The other is from 
one, fome time ago in their employment, but now paftor of a 
Church, who, at their requeft, went upon the fhort iteneran- 
cy of which he gives an account. 

be piaek te, Fune to, 1802. 

EMBRACE this opportunity to inform you, that fince my 

laft, efpecially fince I fent you my journal, there is here a 
preat fhaking among.the dry bones; many, both old and young, 
are awakened: even children from feven to thirteen years of 
age can give a diftinét account of their experience of the nature 
and evil of fin, and their deliverance from it by faith in the 
blefled Redeemer, through the merits of his death and fufferings. 

Their love to the word of life, their hatred at fin, and the {pirit of 

prayer and praife that appears to be among them, is truly pleafant 

andcomfortable: may the Lord grant that they may be kept alive, 
and that the {pirit of grace and love may enlighten their minds 
more and more, and itrengthen and comfort their Nearts to hold 
on their way rejoicing. The manner in which many of them 
were impreiied, was to me at firft furprifing ; they were fudden- 
ly ftruck during the time of prayer; they fell to the ground, 
and many of them, both old and young, continued fpeechlefs 
for twenty minutes, or half an hour, and the firft language they 
uttered was, ‘ Praife the Lord! O praife and magnify his ever- 
bleffed name, for his great love wherewith he loved us, and gave 
himfelf for tus, the juft for the unjuft, that he might bring us 

-unto God,’ &c. 

It began firft in the prayer meetifgs which I mentioned in 
the journal. For fome time back, they were obliged to keep 
open mectings, as the people round them thirfted fo much for 
inftruation. As falfe reports were formerly carried about, they 
were at firft unwilling to admit them; but as they found them 
fo defirous they#eould not fhut them out. The awakenine be- 
gan firft in the meeting at One or two of thofe who 
were formerly great enemies to the truth, were impreffed the 
firft night. This gave them fuch encouragement, that they af- 
fembled again the next night, when no lefs than fourteen were 
impreffed, one after another falling to the ground, fo that they 
continued praying and praifing the whole night. From this 
place, it {pread to »,and to 
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miles, wellinhabited. They all flocked together in each of thefe 


places, and continued to go from houfe to houfe, praying and 
praifing God for eight or ten days and nights, with only about 
two hours fleep each morning, and many of them were feveral 
‘nights without any fleep, bufily employed converfing and com- 
forting thofe who were imprefled. The greater part of this 
work happened during the time that I was at , and before 
I returned, the many falfe reports I heard from the enemies 
alarmed me much; left they fhould deceive themfelves with falfe 
and delufive notions, and of courfe become enthufiafts. I was 
told that thofe who were impreffed faid, that they faw the Sa- 
viour writing their names in the. Book of Life, others that they 
intend to go to heaven alive, &c. But, blefled forever be the 
name of our Lord, who gracioufly preferved my dear friends 
from indulging any fuch grofs and delufive notions. On my 
return I laboured among them, both in public and privaté, from 
houfe to houfe, for three weeks, almoft day and night, and 
found them all happy and joyful. Even thofe, who through 
weaknefs were confined to bed, were quite comfortable in their 
belief of the truth, and joy in the Saviour. Their univerfal ut- 
ter abhorrence of fin, and all appearance of the evil ways in 
which they -formerly walked, their fervent love to the Saviour, 
and to each other in the Lord, was truly pleafant and profita- 
ble unto me. I {pake to feveral young men, who were former- 
ly doing their utmoft to fhew their enmity againft the gofpel, 
and. who abhorred.a fight of me before, or any, even of their 
blood relations, who were the friends of the truth, now rejoicing 
in the Lord, and acknowledging with the deepeft humility the 
powerful effects of the Saviour’s grace upon their hearts, in turn- 
ing them from darknefs to light, and from the bondage of fin 
and Satan, to the freedom and liberty of the children of God. 
They were at firft fo full of zeal, that they thought if they 
would declare the truth and the manifeftation of the grace of 
God to their own fouls, the moft obftinate and wicked part of 
their ungodly friends and neighbours could not but believe and 
give over perfecution ;. but they found by experience, that no 
lefs thatia day of the Lord’s almighty power and free grace 
could perfuade any finner to forfake his evil wags. . From this 
attempt, though not proftable to others, they however reaped 
profit to themfelves, by obferving that their firft zeal was much 
mixed -with felf-dependence, felf-praife, and {piritual pride, and 
on this account, they are deeply humbled indeed. There are a 
few of them who can give very little account of their experi- 
ence, or of the truth taking an effectual hold of their hearts ; 
they can only fay that the {criptural expreffions of fome of the 
friends, in the time of prayer, had fuch an effect upon them, 
that they fell to the ground fpeechlefs ; yet they could — . 
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ftand and hear all the time that they were faintifh, and durin 
this time their minds were fo full of thought, that when they be- 
gan to fpeak, they uttered words as if they beheld objects with 
the eyes of the mind; and as they unguardedly uttered thefe 
words, the enemies who were prefent reprefented the matter in 
a different light, and faid, that they faw thefe objeéts with the 
eyes of the body, &c. and by this means have done much hurt. 
However, I pray that the Lord may overrule it for good; it 
has at prefent prevented many from coming to hear the word, 
left they be fmitten with a difeafe that will put them from meat 
and work. Some are doing their utmoft, both in public and 
private, to difluade the people from countenancing thefe meet- 
ings, and openly fay it is all from the devil, and compare thefe 
men going about, to Judas Ifcariot, faying that they have gifts 
but no grace. Others in neighbouring diftrias fay, that they 
are thankful to God that their people are not alarmed and dif- 
tracted in the fame way, but that they hope they will be wifely 
contented with fuch knowledge and wifdom as their fathers 
had before them. 
Fuly 27th, 1802. 
MY DEAR SIR, 

THE following are a few obfervations which may 
give you a faint idea of the work of God in I preach- 
ed as oft as poflible, feeing my time was fhort. I had always 
above fixty, and never a hundred, hearing me. From this you 
will fee that not near fo many attend as did formerly, for Mr. F. 
and Mr. M‘K, told me, they have had two hundred and three 
hundred at fome of the placts on week days. This may be ac- 
counted for, by confidering the mighty oppofition that is raifed 
againit the gofpel by the clergy, and by thofe of the people who 
have not experienced any thing of the truth on their hearts. L 
never faw thefe declarations of our Lord more verified than 
there, “* that his children fhould be hated of all men for his fake, 
and that, if they were of the world, it would love its own; but 
becaufe he had chofen them out of the world, therefore the world 
hated them.” They think it ftrange, that they rummot with 
them into the fame excefs of riot, {peaking evil of them. They 
have the effrOitery to fay the moft fcandalous things of them; but 
the fervant need not expectto be above his Lord. Among thofe 
who attended, [ faw nothing but compofure, attention, and an 
earneft defire to hear the words of eternal life. I think I never 
had more liberty in declaring my Mafter’s will. Their 
earneftnefs to hear, and a fenfe of their comparative ig- 
norance as to many things contained in the word of God, had 
fuch an effe& on my mind, that I laid afide every kind of for- 
mality, and led their minds to thofe things which appeared to 
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me moft neceflary for them to be inftructed in. I faw many 
who give the molt decided proofs that they have been convert- 
ed, and are become like little children ; like Mary, they are al. 
ways found fitting at the feet of Jefus, receiving the law from 
his mouth. I was truly happy to find fo little wild-fire among 
them ; I mean enthufiafm, efpecially among thofe who paid lit- 
tle or no attention to religion: formerly. I always find, that 
people who have got notions into their heads which they have 
drawn either from the writings or {peeches of men, are much 
more ob{tinate than thofe who have the very firft principles to 
learn. ‘The number of thofe who appear to have felt the pow- 
er of the gofpel, is great indeed ; even allowing many thould fall 
away, there is every reafon to haben e, that the Lued has a good- 
ly number who will walk with him in white. Many feem to be 
in the place of the breaking forth of children; in a word, it is 
evident from every circumitance attending the work, that the 
Lord hath done it. Some were locked fait in the chains of pre- 
judices, and would not liften to the words of life, until the ae 
fixed his arrows in theirconfciences; and even then they endea- 
voured to extract them by thofe means which, alas! give eafe to 
too many. But being fixed by Jehovah, none but he could pull 
them out ; and they could get no eafe, until by faith they look- 
ed to Telus. With regard to others, the fallow ground was gra- 
dually broken up, and the work of the Lord went on without 
any noife ; while, in many inftances, the effects of the opera- 
tions of the Spirit were immediate and mitantaneous, old and 
young being fo affected, that in an inftant they would have cried 
out fome on account of fin, while others faw fo much of the love 
of Jefus, that at once they began to fing his praife. It would de- 
light your heart to hear fome of the little ones {peaking of the 
love of Jefus to their poor fouls. Out of the mouths of babes 
the Lord has, in truth, perfected praife. 

' The fuccefs ‘of the gofpel at ———— cannot but raife the 
hearts of God’s people m every place where the joyful news is 
heard ; and L truft it will encourage you and the Society ftill to 
perfevere in the glorious work of fpreading the favour of the 
Redeemer’s name far and wide. Mr. F. has been highly fa- 
voured Of the Lord ;~ and for his attention ang perfeverance 
merits the efteem of the Society. In reflecting on the {mall num- 
ber who attend the preaching of the word, by what ufed to do, I 
thought [| faw the wifdom of God vifible in it; for if every 
thing were to go on as we could wifh, our wicked hearts would 
get proud: fo ready are we to be ted away with appearances. 
jWe may ret fatisfied, that the Lord’s chofen will be brought 
in.in due time. He is of one mind, and who can turn him? 
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THE EXCELLENCY OF RELIGION. 





: To the Editors of the Maffachufetts Miffonary Magazine. 
GENTLEMEN, 


IF you think the following worthy a place in your Maga- 
zine, it is at your fervice. Yours, &c. C, 


| OT more excellent is religion in theory, than in its effedis. 

Marvellous are the effects of religion on thofe who em- 
brace it. Look around you, my friends; are you nog perional- 
ly acquainted with many, who, from the time they frwly embra- 
ced religion, have been better neighbours, better peatoands, bet- 
ter citizens, in fhort, better and more agreeable and ufeful in 
every refpet? Can the fame, with equal propriety, be faid of 
philofophy, deifm, &c. ? 

I know it is often faid that Chriftians are felfifh, auftere, me- 
lancholy, and the like. Many hard things are repeatedly fpo- 
ken of them. But by whom are they fpoken? Not by thofe 
who are, in any meature, friendly to religion, but the reverfe ; 
and whofe lives are fuch as ftrongly prejudice their minds againft 
religion, and lead them to the adoption of conformable fenti- 
ments, to the rejection of the pure doGrines of our holy religion. 
For, whatever may be the motives which unbelievers aflign for 
rejecting religion, their daily lives prove that it is the purity of 
its doctrines which, more than any thing elfe, offends them. 

' That many failings are difcoverable, eyen in true Chriftians, 
is true; but this is not their religion, but the want of it, for 
none are perfect in this life. But fhould any dare to affert that 
it is in philofophic families we are to look for models of filial 
refpect, conjugal love, fincerity in friendfhip, or fidelity among 
domeftics, would not their own confcience, their own experi- 
ence, fupprefs the falfehood, even before their lips could utter 
it? The true Chrittian, inftead of being melancholy and de- 
jected, as many imagine he is, keeps up a perpetual cheerful- 
nefs of temper, and enjoys, every moment, the fatisfaction of 
thinking himfelf in company with his deareft and beft of friends. 
The time newer lies heavy upon him; it is impoffible for him 
to be alone. His thoughts and paflions are moft bufied at fuch 
hours as thofe of other men are the moft ina¢tive: he no foon- 
er fteps out of the world, but his heart burns with devotion, 
{wells with hope, and triumphs in the confcioufnefs of that Pre- 
fence which every where furrounds him; or, on the contrary, 
pours out its fears, its forrows, its apprehenfions, to the Great 
Supporter of his exiftence. The Chriftian’s defires are inno- 
cent, and all his life is ferene, while “there is no peace, faith 
ty God, to the wicked.” Whatever thofe who have no reli- 
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gion may fay, or think, of Chriftians, none but fuch will ever 
{peak lightly of them. Chriftians only can be called happy. 
“ Delight is not feemly for a fool.” Above all things, there- 
fore, let us adhere to morals and religion, with immoveable firm, 
nefs. Whatever effect outward fhow and accomplifhments may 
have in recommending a man to others, none but the fruly pious 
is really happy in himfelf. Surely there is no truly wife man, 
who, in times of affliction, does not feek fuccour in the Chriftian, 
religion, which has brought life and immortality to light. And 
if there be,any who. doubt our faith, let them think of what 
importaneé religion is to calamity, and forbear to weaken its 
force. For there are no principles, but thofe of religion, that 
may be relied on in cafes of real diftrefs; and if our opponents 
cannot fub/titute fomething that is equally capable of alleviating 
the miferies to which our frail lives are fubjeét, let them not 
take away this folace of our afflictions. 

Let others boaft of the pleafure of being called Philofophers, 
Deiits, Sceptics, &c. be mine that of the fincere, devout, hum- 
ble follower of the meek and lowly Jefus. Let me live and die 
in {weet fellowfhip and communion with the Father, Son and. 
Holy Ghoft. For bleffed are the dead who die in the Lord. 
I with to live to die, and 1 wifh to die to live forever and ever. 








A LETTER TO, AN AFFLICTED FRIEND. 


Dear Manan, 


ITH you I mourn, and with you I rejoice. I mourn 

becaufe you are the fubject of deep affliction, and rejoice. 

becaufe afflictions are calculated to make us wife, and alfo be- 
caufe I find, by your letter, that you already reap the precious 
fruits of complicated adverfity. The lofs of your moft worthy 
. and affectionate hufband, who excelled not only in domeftic but. 
public fpheres of action, to a perfon of your fenfibility, muft be 
mexpreflibly great ; and who can defcribe the depth of forrow 
occafioned by the departure of your fon. Leqnard, fo foon.after 
the deceafe of his father! The beft of hufbands and parents 
and public characters, and the moft promifing of fons, removed 
within twelve days of each other! Surely you have a right to 
expect the tears of real condolencé ; for your cup of forrow is 
great, and full of the moft afflictive ingredients) To remind 
you who gave the fignal bleflings, and has feafonably recalled. 
them, is needlefs. ‘lhe thought is fuppreffed by your refigned 
remarks and reflections. O how beautiful and advantageous. 
to concur with the benevolent defign of our Heavenly Father in 
his chaftifing difpenfations! The patience of Job, and the 
“ of the Lord, his improved and favoured children cannot 


forget. 
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forget. We covet your lovely ftate of mind. For to be able 
to jay, with anfwerable modefty, “ When I am weak then am 
I ftrong,” is more valuable than thoufands of filver and gold. 
While then we furvey the general and abounding profperity of 
men, let us blefs God that we have fo much reafon, according 
to the courie of Providence, to expe¢t the rife and progrefs of re- 
ligion in the tabernacles of adverfity. For, alas! but few of 
the children of conftant profperity are the fabled of grace. 
While the fovereign grace of God paffes by the {plendid domes 
of the great and affluent, it frequently vifits and retides in the 
low and obfcure cottages of poverty and affliction. @Ror, as 
the glory of the world is but gilded folly and diftr action, God 
wifely and mercifully treats it with neglect. By making the weep- 
ing willows of Babylon more profitable to the church than the 
vines of Judea and the glory of Jerufalem, God has {tained the 
pride and profperity of man, and furnifhed the moft confoling 
confiderationa to all the fubje&ts of Chriftian refignation. It fills 
my heart with the beft confolation, to find that you realize great 
profit in confequence of your great lofs. Lofs and gain operate 
well in connexion. For, like that celebrated faint, you are ac- 
quainted with God by {weet and happy experience, rather than by 
general report. Having then collected and enjoyed. fome of the 
precious fruits of the furnace of affliction, where God has own- 
ed you, it is but rational to hope and expect that you will do. 
Chrift much honour i correfpondent humility, gratitude and 
obedience. More will now be demanded of you, Madam, than 
ever; for your advantages to honour Chrilt, and do good to 
fouls, by the molt lively example, are greatly increafed. While 
we fee the molt endearing connexions and enjoyments of life 
removed, let us, O let us alfo fee you rife fuperior to all fading, 
perifhable objects, and ripen faft for eternal glory. While cons 
templating that boundlefs duration which opens beyond the 
grave, it appears a matter of {mall moment, if prepared for the 
event, whether the hufband be releafed before the wife, or fhe 
before him. For to all the friends of Chrift this world is a 
prifon ; and happy, thrice happy, thofe who are firft delivered 
from it. 

You affectionately afk, while attending to my family and per- 


fonal circumftances, whether we are filling up the meafure of. 


Chrift’s fufferings which are behind. I have only time to reply, 
that the paft feafon has furnifhed fome heavy ftrokes of affliction 
tothe houfe. But, bleffed be God, he has alfo, we truft, furnifh- 
ed feveral of us with the grace of endurance. My dear partner 
fays, with apparent humility, gratitude and confidence, “Ii is 
good for me that I have been afflicted.” Pray for us, that we 
may hate fin and love holinefs. Excufe brevity, and let me 
fub{cribe, Yours, affeftionately, L. M, 


LETTER de 
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Letter from Dr. Bellamy.—Anecdote. [Jury, 


LETTER FROM DR. BELLAMY TO —— 


Dear Sir, 


OV E is the fum of all virtue love to beings in gene- 

ral, to God the Great Being, and to all cther beings in 

due proportion ; thofe only excepted who ftand excommunica- 

ted by the Great Judge of all, as enemies, irreclaimable ene- 

mies, to God, and to all good. Our neighbours, although our 

perfonal enemies, are to be loved as ourfelves, for they are our 

fieth andjblood, as good by nature as we, and as capable and 

defirous™of happinefs as we. Their faults we are never to 

fpeak of, unlefs in duty we are called to it; though they belie 
us, we are to return good for evil, blefling for curfing. 
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ANECDOTE OF A NEGRO SERVANT. 


BOUT three or four years fince, a refpectable gentleman, 

with the remains of his family, confitting of two youn 
fons and Peter, a negro fervant, embarked at the Eaft-Indies 
for London. A contiderable part of their paflage was com- 
pleted with expedition and pleafure, when they came in fight 
of the fhip Commodore, anchored a fey, leagues on the eaft, 
Here the fhip, bound for London, found" fafe anchorage, and 
the gentleman paflenger, having commanded his fervant, Peter, 
to be faithfully attentive to his fons, entered a boat and directed 
his courfe to the Commodore, where certain affairs demanded 
his attention and prefence. 

Immediately after his departure, the heavens gathered black- 
nefs, and they were threatened fuddenly to be overwhelmed in 
their affrighted and defponding veilel, which was already iink- 
ing. In this extremity, the captain prefaged the certain de- 
ftruction of the fhip,and gave command that the boat be let 
down, and all the fhipmen committed themfelves to her protec- 
tion immediately. But, alas, while all is motion, he obferves 
the boat cannot fultain them all; he therefore exclaimed, 
Some of you, the remains of the gentleman’s family, muft perifh in the 
ocean ; and do you, Peter, inftanily, come into the boat yourfelf, and let 
the lads perifh, or commit them to the boat, and perifo yourfelf. Peter, 
with all promptitude and calmnefs, committed them to the boat, 
and, for his lait words, faid, Telly my mafler, Peter done his duty. 
~ Query. Is the condug of Peter juftitiable? [fit be, on what 
priaciples? 
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Leiter from Mr. Wirtiston, Mifionary, to Mr. Cram, MMifionary, 
written at CANAAN, Wayne County, Pennfylvania. 


Lord’s-day evening, December 5th, 1802. 
My pear Broruer, 


EFORE I go to bed, I feel difpofed to fpend a moment 
with you. I have been to Fifhing Creek, and I am glad 
I-went. I have been no where, fince I -_ from home, where 
things look more promifing. It really feems as if We might 
hope to fee an awakening if we would follow up what we have 
been enabled to begin. ‘The laft evening I was among them, I 
was at Mr. White’s at a conference. Mr. W oodward was 
prefent. We hada good meeting. e were enabled to bring 
out iome of the leading truths of Chriltianity, and they feemed 
all attention. Mr. Woodward fpent one fabbath at Mr. M* 
Henry’s, and many were at meeting, and things appeared well. 
I fpent a night with Mr: Stoker, the German; | think he talks 
like a new-born babe. I hope God did not fend you to that 
fettlemenit in vain. They fpoke well of you. They faid you 
explained every thing, and made it very plain. Perhaps you 
are the man to evangelize the Germans. I {pent the tabbath 
before this at Huntington. Monday evening we hada confe- 
rence,as we propofed; but as we found, fo we left them. 
They have chofen their delufion. God has, apparently, given 
them up to believe a lie. 

If it does not rain, I expect to go on tomorrow as far as La- 
cawac, where brother Woodward is to- day. ido not expect 
to go any further. 1 have thought about your propofal of go- 
mg with you to the Delaware. "| have prayed fome about it. 
On the whole, I rather think it is my duty to return to the Sui- 
guehannah, and fpend: feveral weeks there; and L have not 
time to ipend upon both rivers. After you have made full 
proof of your miniftry in that quarter, I hope you will ftee 
your courfe to the weftward. Do not return to N. E. betore 
your'time. Be not-difcouraged. Perhaps this time the Lord 
ay have a harveft for you to-reap and gather into his barn. 

I with you would go to Ow ego Creek, and come to Lifle. We 
agreed, when we were at Mr. Higgin’s initallation, to have a 
general meeting of the minifters and delegates from the church- 
es inthe Military Tra&t; to meet at the Skeneautlus lake, in 
Marcellus, on the 2d Tuefday of lr If you can make 
it convenient, I with you would be there. We talk of trying 
to form fome connection between the churches. I hope you 
will have grace to direst your way, and render you. very ufeful 
to the fouls of men. Do pray for me, that I may be kept, by 
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the power of grace, in a praying and preaching frame. I hope 
fince we parted I. have been enabled to think of you repeatedly 
at the throne of grace. But how eafy am I to wander and 
leave God, fo that I can neither pray for myfelf nor others! 
Tf it were not for thefe wanderings, I think I fhould be much 
better fit for my work.. Perhaps God makes ufe of even thefe 
to humble me. I blufh before God to think how earthly, fen- 
fual and devilith I am, and he knows it. I hope you will keep 
yourfelf more in the love of God, by keeping yourfelf more from 
idols. Write mea line by Maj. Woodbridge. It is likely Mr. 
Woodward will tarry here the next fabbath ; in that way | can 
get it. Good night. 


Your brother and fellow labourer, 
SETH WILLISTON. 


By much perfuafion the Editors have prevailed with Mr. Cram 
to permit the infertion of this letter. He was reluctant, becaufe 
it was written to him without any thought of its publication. 
We think it will honour Chrift, and not difhonour the author. 





Exira& from a Letter, written in a Frontier Town, to a Mif- 


jronary. 
Dear Sir, , 
INCE 1 faw you we have paffed thro’ various fcenes of Di- 
vine Providence; but the profpeéts appear darker with re- 
{pect to the church. The general pradice is inquired after, rather 
‘than the mind and will of the Head of the Church. 

We have great reafon to be thankful to feveral Miffionary So- 
eieties, for their benevolent exertions in fending Miffionaries 
among us. but it appears to me that there is need of much 
care to be exercifed to fend. out men who are decidedly, and 
diftinguifhingly, on the gofpel plan in their preaching and 
practice. For we, in this country, are, as it were, in a new 
world. And if we fhould be taught right, it might have a 
happy effect upon us and our children. 

But why are we troubled, and why do thoughts arife in our 
hearts? The Lord reigns, and, on the great feale, all is right. ° 
But, O for diftinguifhing preaching! Sir, pray for us. 

The Lord blefs and ftrengthen you to do his will; working 
ia you that which is well pleafing in his fight. 


Yours affectionately, 
E. HOPKINS. 


State 
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State of Religion in the Provinces of Naw Brunswicx and No- 
V ASCOTIA. 





St. Stephen, Sept. 18, 1802. 
REVEREND AND DEAR SiR, 


GREEABLE to promife, I here give you a fhort ac- 
count of the ftate of Religion in the two Provinces. of 
New Brunfwick and Novafcotia. > 


Province or New Brunswick. 


I have preached in this country fince the year 85. In that 
year an awakening took place among finners at St. Stephen, on 
the fide of the Schoodiack where I now refide. This work has 
continued with an increafe from year to year tillnow. Wehave 
about feventy communicants at prefent. There is a Church of 
England minifter in every county in this Province. 

I think it was in the year ’gt we had an extenfive awakening, 
from the city St. John to Fredrickton—diftance 95 miles. Here 
we keep in general two itinerant minifters. We have about 
two hundred members, or better. 

There is a fmall remainder of a congregational church at 
Sheffield, 60 miles up the river, of which Nathan Smith and 
others are members. The Newlights are confiderably nume- 
rous on the river. 

Cumberland is a large place. We had fome awakening there 
alfo. They keep an itinerant minifter among them. The 
Newlights are numerous there alfo. 


Province oF Novascoria. 


‘This Province is alfo fupplied with Church of England 
minifters, chiefly, in every county. The Right Rev. Charles. 
Inglis is Bifhop over the two Provinces. 

he Methodifts are numerous in this province. We have 
had feveral great awakenings in many places, thefe twenty years 
paft, and fome yearly. The Prefbyterians have a minilter and 
a congregation at Halifax, at Corr-wallis, and I believe at Shel- 


. burne, Portrofeway. The Scotch Secedezs have three minitters 


and congregations about Pickton, Gulf of St. Lawrence: at 
leaft they were there a year or two ago. The Newlights are 
numerous in this province. They are of late chiefly become 
Baptifts. 

Much might be faid refpecting the particular manner of the 
work ; but.as entering on that fubjec&t would lead me to enlarge 
my fcale, I have avoided touching on it. Notwith{tanding, the 
hand of God was clearly and powerfully manifefted. O, may 
figns and wonders be wrought, till all the nations and king- 
‘ Vor. I. P ; doms 
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doms of the earth become the kingdoms of the Lord; which is 
the prayer of your unworthy friend, and humble fervant, 


DUNCAN M‘COLL. 


Rev. Davin Avery, Miffionary from 
the Maffachufetts Miffionary Society. 


N.B.. Mr. M‘Corr was a Sergeant in the 74th Regiment, in 
the Britifh Army, inthe late Revolutionary War in America ; 
and when the peace was concluded, his Regiment was difband- 
ed, and fettled, in huts, on the weft fhore of the Schoodiack, 
where they now are. 
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Extraa of a Letter from a Gentleman of diftin@ion and piety, dated 
near Philadelphia, Fune 14th, 1803, to one of the Editors of the 
Magazine. 

“ ¥T gives me great pleafure to affure you; that the fuccefs 

of the gofpel increafes all around us. In the weftern 

parts of Newjerfey the profpe@ is glorious. Seventy have 

been added to one church in a fhort trme. Indeed the good 

news, from every quarter, of the prevalence of the gofpel, re- 

joices the heart of every true difciple of the crucified Saviour.” 
; 
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Extrads from the Fournal of a Miffonary in the Eaft Indies. 


“ @\ UR journey, thirty miles, was truly pleafant. Preached 

in the towns and villages through which we pafled. Could 

not forbear weeping to fee the poor heathens liften with fuch ear. 

neft attention to the found of falvation. O that the Holy Spi- 

~ 74 prepare their Hearts to receive the truth in the love 
t. 

“* Lord’s day, was delighted to fee near two hundred come to 
our houfe to worfhip. We talked to them fomie time, and 
fung, “ Who befides can recover ?? A young man, who had heard 
the gofpel a few times, brought a hymn which he had compof: 
ed. Being afked whether he made the hymn himfelf, he repli- 
ed, Yes; what God hath taught me, that I have prepared. 
In the evening the congregation was ftill larger. We read, ex- 
ae &c. more than two hours. Afterward many tarried 

or converfation. 

““ One of the natives accompanied us in our travels, who ap- 
pears to pay great attention to the word of God. The {falva- 

“tion of Chrift appears to be a very delightful fubje& to him. 
He tells almoft every one he meets what he knows of Jefus, 
though he is reproached for fo doing. We gave him Mat- 
thew’s gofpel, tranflated into the language of the natives, 
which he reads with great attention. “ The 
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_ The Lord has a few names even in Bengal. O for an in- 
creafe to thoufands, and millions! Surely the Lord will not 
long delay. Men reproach us, and blafpheme Aim, as if we 
were fools, and he unable to convert thofe poor, deluded pa- 
gans. But they know not the power of fovereign grace. India, 
as well as Ethiopia, fhall ftretch forth her hands unto God !” 
In another letter he thus writes :—“* This is the time in which 
the natives torment themfelves, and difplay their zeal for their 
religious fuperftitions. A number of them ftopped at our gate 
this morning. While we were looking at them, one put out his 
tongue, when another thruft a fharp iron through it. Several 
ef them had fword-blades run through their tongues while 
they were dancing with great violence to their difmal mufic. 
Soon after, a man came by with two pieces of bamboo through 
each of his fides. The drum is yet playing, and more of thefe 


poor creatures are pafling by, with cords through their fides, © 


while the blood is ftreaming to the ground! Who will not 
pray that the Lord Jefus may have the heathen for his inheri- 
tance, and the uttermoft parts of the earth for his poffeffion !” 
Not long after, he appears to have a more pleafing profpect. 
“* Lord’s day morning, we went inte that part of the town 
which is inhabited by the deluded natives, and addreffed them 
on the great fubje& of falvation. Here the people liftened to 
the gofpel with great attention, received hymns and Matthew’s 
gofpel with much eagernefs. Multitudes attended, and we ex- 
perienced a very pleafant opportunity. So much do the peo- 
ple defire inftruétion, that, had we more time, or more aflif- 
tants, much might be done. . 
“The firft Monday in every month we meet at fix in the 
, a to pray for the fuccefs of the miffion. In the evening 
offer our requefts, with the thoufands of Ifrael in every part 
of the world, for the coming of our Lord’s kingdom. Every 
Thurfday evening we have a meeting, when we open our minds 
to each other, to mingle our joys and forrows, and commit 
ourfelves to the Lord.” 


Pr. 











A Conference between Krifino, one of the firft converts from Hindovifm 
to Chriftianity, and a Byraggee. 

RISTNO was told that an old man and two others wifhed 

to hear fomething about the gofpel. They ftopped atan 

adjoining houfe, and Kriftno went to them. Sitting at the 

door, he afked them, whether they were not come to fee Jag- 

gernaut, whefe worfhip was then celebrating? Replying in 

the affirmative, Kriftno afked them, What fruit have you found 
in this worfhip ?} They anfwered, none. ~ 

Byraggee. What fruit have you found then, Kriftno? Speak. 


Kriftuc. 
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Krifine. Byraggee, hear! The good news hear! Jefus 
Chrift, the great Saviour, was not known in this country hither- 
to; but now the news of him is come. He for the fake of his 
enemies gave his own life. His fruit is this: When a finner 
believes in him, he gets the pardon of his fins, and a new mind. 
Chrift is a place of refuge ; there is no other place of refuge in 
the whole world befide him. (Many other words about our 
Saviour Kriftno faid.) ) 

Byraggee. This is aftonifhing love. True, Kriftno, this kind 
of love I never heard before. (Alluding to Chrift’s dying for 
his enemies. } 

Kriftna. Byraggee, hear! We are all the children of God. 
In what manner? As EI fhall now reprefent it. A rich man 
had two fons. The younger went to his father for his fhare of 
the inheritance ; telling him that he intended to go and live in 
another place. Receiving his fhare, he went to another coun- 
try; there fpending all his riches he became very poor. In 
that country a great famine happened; he had no money, no 
food, nothing at all. At length he became fervant to a rich 
man to feed-his fwine. He was full of forrow; no means to 
preferve his life: what could he do? He ate with the fwine! 
Then he remembered, and faid, ‘ Whatdo 1? ILIhavea father, 
a very rich father: here I all this affliction ,get.? His father 
bem in his mind, he refolves to return. ‘I will fay, Ha! my 
father, lam a very wicked fon; I went from you. Now, fa- 
ther, pardon my fins, my wickednefs; give me fomething, or 
I perith : I will become thy fervant ; thou haft many fervants : 
only give me fomething to fave me from perifhing.’ Thus 
thinking and refolving, he fet off to his father. His father faw 
him a great way off. Seeing him, he faid, ‘ Come my fon, my 
loft fon!’ The father fhewed great love, fell on his neck, 
kifled him. Hear, Byraggee, in this manner we are the loft 
fons of God. He is our creator, our father. We have caf 
away our God; we know him not; we are at a great diftance 
from him. Now he is calling us and faying, ‘Come, my loft 
fons, come, return to me, I will not caft you away ; I love you 
greatly.” In this manner, Byraggee, God is calling to us by 
jefus Chrift. 

Byraggee. You have done well, Kriftno ; fhame, fear, hatred 
renouncing, you have obtained the riches of Chrift. Now hav- 
ing heard of this aftonifhing love, I will certainly come to you 
and believe in him. 

Thefe three people went afterwards to Kriftno’s houfe, and 
ftaid there feveral days. .Kriftno and. all the brethren had 
much, talk withthem, Theold Byraggee withed to unite Chrift 
and the deptahs ther. Finding he muft forfake all for 
Chrift, he feemed mach difcouraged ; but promifed to come. 
again and bring others with him, 
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An Account of fome Religious Exercifes of: Mifs E. A. 


ISS E. A. was a native and inhabitant of Marblehead, 
where fhe died about the middle of June, 1802, at the 

age of thirty-five years. In her early days fhe difplayed a 
fprightlinefs of mind bordering upon levity; but a number of 
adverfe providences, fome of which were fingularly affecting, 
produced a uniform fobriety in her deportment for feveral of 
the laft years of her life. Whena fatal confumption became 
in her own view feated upon her, fhe appeared cheerful, folemn, 
tranquil and refigned ; defirous to converfe on the ftate of her 
foul, and to receive all poflible affiftance in preparation for 
death. About two months before her deceafe the faid the be- 
lieved fhe ‘had not yet obtained forgivenefs, but that God*had 
done fo much for her in awakening her confcience and affecting 
her heart, fhe hoped and trufted he would yet make her the 
fubje& of faving grace. When diinétions were molt clearly 
made between the moral exercifes of the regenerate and unre- 
generate, her hope of an intereft in the mercy of God, inftead 
of being fhaken, was manifeftly confirmed, fo that fhe foon be- 
gan, though with great diffidence and humility, to admit the 
idea of her being already a fubject of regeneration. In this fhe 
was gradually more and more eftablifhed to the laft. Ship ex- 
preffed a firm belief, that fhe loved Chrift and holinefs for their 
own fake, that fhe defired heaven principally on account of the 
moral perfection which reigned there, that fhe hated fin for 
its own fake, on account of the difhonour which it caft upon 
God and his Son, and that fhe never could be reconciled to it, 
if fhe knew it could never injure or expofe her foul; that fhe 

uld not feel difpofed to blame God, though he fhould caft 
her off forever, but fhould rather juftify him in doing it, and 
could not but rejoice that, if fhe fhould be loft, fome would be 
faved ; yet, that if God had meant to deftroy her, he would not 
have given her fuch feelings and defires, furprizing to herfelf, 
and far beyond all fhe had ever before expected to enjoy in this 
world. Hearing of an aged Chriftian friend being near death, 
fhe fent her dying love to her, and added her hope and expeéta- 
tion, thatthey fhould foon meet in heaven, to be forever bletled 
in finging the praifes of redeeming love. In the laft ftages of 
of her ficknefs fhe was fubjected to very diftrefling pains, under 
which fhe manifefted extraordinary patience. She faid fhe could 
fuffer nothing for Chrift, compared with what he had fuffered 


for her, but, if fhe could honour him bygit, fhe would be willing, 


to fuffer ten thoufand times as much a had, and that for 
months and years. About the middle ofMay, fhe faid the did 
not expect to live to the end of that month, and if it was God’s 


will 
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will fhe would be glad fhe might not, but fhe defired his vile 
to be done. 

Not having joined the church, fhe had a ftrong defire to give 
herielf publicly and profeffedly to Chrift, as an obedient difci- 
ple, and humbly to meet him in the folemn ordinance of the 
fupper. Accordingly, in the prefence of the deacons and fome 
other church members, Mr. D. propounded to her the cove- 
nant, and, after her regular admiffion into the church, adminif- 
tered te her the confecrated elements. She had not appeared 
fuperftitious in her thoughts and feelings refpecting this facra- 
ment, and had repeatedly faid that fhe did not with to partake 
of it under the idea that it would alter the ftate and profpedts 
of her foul; but that, neverthelefs, it feemed to her an impor- 
tant public duty ; fhe thought through divine grace fhe had a 
heart for it,and fhould derive comfort and benefitfromit. She 
mentioned afterwards, that fhe never enjoyed any thing fo much 
in her life ; that Chrift feemed indeed to hold communion with 
her, as well as to fill the chamber by his omniprefence; and 
that, though the time was too fhort for her defires, yet her bo- 
dily ftrength appeared to her incapable of fupporting much 
longer fuch heavenly delight. On this feafon fhe often refle&- 
ed with pleafure and gratitude. 

Withia a few days of her death, fhe longed more earneftly for 
heaygn, repeating frequently, How happy fhould I be todie! yet 
always adding, that fhe was willing to wait God’s time. She 
expreffed great aftonifhment, that people could generally live 
in fo thoughtlefs a manner, but faid, fhe was once as thoughtlefs 
herfelf, and never fought God, till he firft fought her and gave 
her a heart to feek him, Reflecting on a former dangerous ill- 
nefs, in which fhe was very unmindful of death, judgment and, 
eternity, fhe told fome of her friends, the often trembled to think 
what would have become of her, if fhe had died at that time; 
fhe thought it certain, fhe muft have been loft. Confequently 
the felt the more tendernefs for her fellow-creatures in a ftate of 
fin and expofure, and mere than once declared, that, if her. 
ftrength would permit, fhe would advife and warn every one, as 
folemnly as poffible. Once fhe obferved fhe hoped for an eafy and 
{peedy death, but was willing ftill to live and fuffer according to 
what might be the will of God, ard at laft to die a hard death. 
After a itruggle, in which fhe appeared to be dying, fhe obferv- 
ed, that fhe thought at the time, fhe was fatisfied, if fhe was dy- 
ing. In her laft moments fhe was able to articulate nothing in 
connected fentences, and only now and thena word, fuch as an- 

els, glory and the like, fufficient, however, to manifeft, that fhe 
an her foul on the wimg to its final home, and that fhe was hap- 
py in the anticipation of being foon at reft in the fervice and 


enjoyment of her God and Saviour above. 
. POETRY. 
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POETRY. 


Zo the Editors of the Maffachufetts 
Miffionary Magazine. 


GentLemen, 


The following HYMN, fung at an 
Ordination in a new town of Vermont, 
written for the occafion, you will pub- 
lith if you think proper. 

EUSEBiUsS. 


L* ev’ry heart with rapture rife, 

And praife the God who heard 
our cries ; 

The truth of God to day prevails, 

Refound the news from hills and dates. 


The gofpel beams 2 blaze of light, 
Vifions of God falute our fight ; 

The defert {miles, the mountains joy, 
And {cenes of bliis our minds employ. 


Rejoice, rejoice, ye friends of God; 
Where late the tawny pagan trod, 
With human blood whote altars ran, 
Salvation founds to guilty man. 


In Jefus thall the earth be bleft ; 

Where churches meet he makes his 
reft. 

To day with us he comes to dwell, 

To foothe our wo, our guilt difpel. 


If we obey and walk with God, 

Here will he fix his long abode, 

Reveal the way we ought to go, 

Aad _o the church bid comforts 
ow. 


The Holy Spirit here thall come, 

And num’rous converts praife the Son ; 

The b'ind fhall fee, the dumb thal fing, 

The dead fhall live, and praife their 
King. 


His fervants thal] his truth, unfold, 

The love of Chrift thall here be told, 
Till lafting peace hall blefs the world, 
Tilbfyftems from their orbs are hurl’d. 


Praife, praife the Lord, ye lift’ning 
throng, 

This happy day Glute with fong ; 

Ve fathers, youth and virgins join, 

Aad fing for bleffings fo divine. 


DEATH. 


O'" 1 moft delightful hour, by man 

Experienc’d here below, 

The hour that terminates his fpan, 
His folly and his wo! 


Worlds fhould not bribe me back to 
tread 
Again life’s dreary wafte ; 
To fee my days again o’eripread 
With all the gloomy paitt. 


My home henceforth is in the ties; 
Earth, feas and fun, adieu ; 

All heaven unfolded to my eyes, 
I have no fight for you. 


Thus fpake Asr sro, firm poffct 
Of faith’s fupporting rod ; 

Then breath’d his fou! into its ref, 
The bofom of hi’ God. 


He was a man among the few, 
Sincere on virtue’s fide, 
And all his ftrength from feripture 
drew, 


To hourly ufe apply’d. 


That rule he priz’d, by that he fear’d, 
He hated, hop’d and lov’d, 

Nor ever frown’d, og fad appear’d, 
But when his heart had row’d. 


For he was frail as thou or I, 
And evil felt within ; 

But, when he felt it, heav’d a fich, 
And foath’d the thought of iin. 


Such liv’d Aspassoy and at lat, 
Call’d up from earth to heav’n, 
The gulf of death triumphant pafs’d, 

By gales of blefling driv’n. 


His joys be mine, each reader cries, 
When my laft hour arrives ; 

They fhall be yours, my verie replies, 
Such only be your lives. 


¥ Cowra, 
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REFLECTIONS OF PRESIDENT 
DAVIES ON THE BIRTH 
OF A SON, 


Poetry. 





¥ jah pd little wond’rous miniature 
of man, 
Form’d by, unerring wifdom’s perfect, 





lan; 





Thou little htranger,from eternal night 

Emerging into life’s immortal light ; 

Thou heir of worlds unknown, thou 
candidate 

For an important, everlafting ftate, 

Where this young embryo fhall its 
pow’rs expand, 

Enlarging, rip’ning ftill, and never 
ftand. , 

This glimm’ring fpark of being, juft 
now ftruck 

From nothing by the all-creating Rock, 

To immortality thall flame and burn, 

When funs and ttars to native darknefs 
turn ; 

Thou fha!t the ruins of the world fur- 
vive, 

And threugh the rounds of endlefs ages 
live. 

Now thou art born into an anxious ftate 

Of dubious trial for thy future fate : 

Now thou art lifted in the war of life, 

The prize immentfe, and,O! fevere 
the ftrife. 


Another birth awaits thee, when 
the hour 
Arrives that lands thee on th’ eternal 
fhore ; 
fAnd, O! ’tis near, with winged hafte 
*twill come; 
Thy cradle rocks toward the neigb’ring 
tomb ;} 
Then thall immortals fay, « A fon is 
: born,”’ 
While thee as dead miftaken mortals 
mourn ; 
From glory then to glory thou thalt rife, 
Or fink from deep to deeper miferies ; 
Afcend perfection’s everiatting feale, 
Or ftill defcend from gulf to gulf in 
hell. 


Thou embryo-angel, or thou infant 
fiend, 
A being now begun, but ne’er to end, 
What boding fears a Father’s heart 
8 torment, 2 
Trembling and anxious for the grand 
event, * 


. 
* 
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Left thy young foul, fo late by Heav’n 
beftow’'d, 

Forget her Father and ferget her God ! 

Left, while imprifon’d in this houfe 
of clay, 


‘To tyrant lufts fhe fall a kelplefs prey ! 


And left, defcending ftill from bad to 
worle, 
Her immortality fhould prove her curfe ! 


Makerof fouls! avert fo dire adoom, 
Or {natch her back to native nothing’s 
gicom } ee 


A MINISTER’S REFLECTIONS 
ON THE DEATH OF ONE 
OF HIS PEOPLE. 


F my dear flock one more is gone 
appear before th’eternal throne, 
And pafs the grand decifive téft ; 
«* Athes to afhes, duft to duft,’’ 
Surviving friends with tears éntruft 
There till the gen’ral doom to reft. 


The foul, difmifs’d from cumb’rous 
clays 
Expatiates in eternal day, 
And with the great Jehovah dwells: 
The dawn of immortali 4 
With fcenes unknown fills all the eye, 
And wonders vaft and new reveals, 


Thus while I'm dreaming life aways 
Or books and fiudies charm the days» 
My flock is dying one by one : 
Convey’d beyond my warning voices 
Toendlefs pains or endleis joys; 
Forever happy or undone, » 


I too ere long muft yield my breath = 
My mouth forever clos’d in death, ©. 
Shall found the gofpel trump no 
more : 4 

Then, while my charge is.im my reach» 
With fervour let me pray and preachy 
And eager catch the flying hour! ~ 


Almighty grace, my foul infpire, 
And touch my lips with heav’nly fire ! 
Let faith and love and zeal arife 
O teach me that divineft art, 
Toreachthe confcience, gain the heart, 
And train immortals for the tkies ¥ 
Dav iss, 


* * 
* 








